A research on revising the manuscript of
“Symphonic Cantata Version” of The Yellow River Cantata
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Abstract

The matter on editions of The Yellow River Cantata by Xian Xinghai is
confused. There are many different editions that have become popular but they are all
very different to the original manuscript produced by the composer. The latter has
never been passed on. The “symphonic cantata version” revised by Xian Xinghai
himself should have been the final version but due to faults in the re-production on the
score and many doubts (of what the composer was intended), it can not be in practical
use. This research mainly discusses the process of revising the “symphonic cantata
version” of The Yellow River Cantata, lists related discoveries and examine the
significance of it in the history of modern Chinese music.
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